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MAT JACKSON
 
2008 BRITISH TOURING CAR CHAMPIONSHIP RUNNER-UP
 

Finished year second overall with 226 points 0 Beat former champs Jason Plato and Matt Neal
 
Stood on the podium in one third of races held 0 Highest-ranked BMW driver by a 14 point margin
 

Voted favourite driver of the year by fans 0 Twice winner of HiQ's 'Champagne Moment'
 

This year has been a fantastic achievement for everyone involved in our race team, including Pro 
Align. As you can see from the list of highlights above, in only our second season we have made a 
huge impact on the British Touring Car Championship, which was rewarded with a double victory at 
the Brands Hatch finale. This promoted us to an overall finish of second place in the championship. 
To be sandwiched between Fabrizio Giovanardi and Jason Plato - two of the BTCC's biggest names 
- is a great result. They have had so much success in touring car racing and to rank up there with 
them is an awesome feeling that I hope everyone at Pro Align is proud to be a part of. 

We've .come a long way since first partnering with you in the 2007 Championship two years ago. 
Building:Qn the great start that we enjoyed with you on our BTCC debut last season, when we scored 
two vict~r'ies, we went into this campaign hoping to improve on our number of wins. We were 
targeting a top three finish in the final championship standings and so to come away with the runners­
up spot is one better than we'd expected. 

Having said that it hasn't always been easy, as the BTCC is known as a hard environment, and there 
were times when we were thrown off the track or suffered from incidents. But we never gave up or 
stopped pushing - as you could tell from our result in race three at Silverstone, where we came from 
13th on the grid to win the race! Earlier in the year, during the second race at Croft, I also fought my 
way up from 18th at the start to second at the flag. 

Moments like these certainly made up for the tough days and helped us to rack up some great 
statistics: five race victories (matching the number set by the champion); the most number of second~ 

place finishes - five - of any driver; the third highest number of fastest laps, with four; and leading 
102 race laps during the year, which was the second-highest amount. The highlight of the year has to 
be, however, that double victory at the Brands Hatch finale. We also started on pole there in the first 
meeting of the year... and then finished the last on a high. 

Of course, we couldn't have achieved all this without your enc0uragement, especially on the 
occasions that you supported us by coming along on race weekends and we hope you enjoyed 
sharing in the moment. We might not be the same size as some of the BTCC's biggest outfits, but to 
take on and beat them - and come away as the highest-placed Independent team in the final results ­
is a real bonus. I have to say a big thank you as, if it was not for Pro Aligns equipment, we wouldn't be 
as well prepared as we are. We hope that you will be with us next season as we try and go one better 
than this year and win the British Touring Car Championship title! 

Mat Jackson 


